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Work Plan adopted by EB in December 2023

10th TFTEI meeting – Paris, October 17, 2024

Revision of the Gothenburg Protocol, as amended in 2012, adopted by decision 

2023/5 at the 43rd session of the Executive Body, in December 2023  

The Work Plan 2024-2025 for the implementation of the Convention for the 

Subsidiaries Bodies, and the Task Forces, adopted during the 43rd session 

Among other tasks for TFTEI:

Development and promotion of guidance documents

▪ Item 2.2.2. Revision of guidance documents on control techniques for 

emissions from stationary and mobile sources

▪ Develop update draft revised guidance documents to be submitted (through 

WGSR) to the Executive Body in 2025 for Stationary Sources and in 2026 for 

Mobile Sources 
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A challenge for the update! A number of 

words not to be exceeded (editorial limit)
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The current guidance document has 47 chapters: 

• 6 transversal chapters on principles for emission reduction of SO2, NOx, VOC 

and dust (including PM10, PM2.5 and BC)

• 41 activity specific chapters: combustion sources (different installation sizes), 

mineral industry, ferrous and non-ferrous metal industry, chemical industry, 

refineries, use of solvents…

The current guidance document counts more than 100,000 words in total.

The editorial requirement of UN Editor, for official documents: 

not to exceed 10,000 words  
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Example of content of the transversal 

chapters of the existing guidance document
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▪ Common general issues for all the 

pollutants considered in this report

o Monitoring and reporting

o Energy management, energy efficiency, 

energy mix 

▪ General issues for sulphur

o Sulphur content of fuels

o Fuel switching

o Fuel cleaning

o Combustion technologies 

o Secondary measures-flue gas 

desulphurization process

o Costs of reduction techniques of SO2

o By products and side effects
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Example of content of the transversal 

chapters of the existing guidance document
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▪ General issues for dust 

(including PM10, PM2.5 and 

BC)

o Fuel switching

o Fuel cleaning

o Primary measures

o Secondary measures

o Costs of emission 

reduction techniques of 

SO2

o Side effects
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Example of content of the transversal 

chapters of the existing guidance document

10th TFTEI meeting – Paris, October 17, 2024

▪ Available techniques for different activities: Cement production
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Solution adopted for the revision
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Solution adopted in agreement with the UNECE Secretariat of the Convention:

• Develop a summary of max 10,000 words as official draft revised guidance 

document, translated in the UN official languages (Russian and French), to be 

submitted to the next WGSR meeting, in May 2025, for discussion and text 

agreement, (by mid-February 2025, at the latest, submission to the UNECE 

Secretariat)

• Development of a side complementary informal document, on the basis of 

the current guidance document text, in English, with all the details on 

technologies, (no word limit for this informal document and no strict deadline 

for delivery, but sufficient time to be allowed to read it before the WGSR 

meeting). No discussion and text agreement (formal approval) needed in 

WGSR
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Challenges in the revision
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The existing guidance document was still “good” in general, however: 

▪ old references, 

▪ old figures, 

and 

▪ old performances of reduction techniques.
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Main revisions carried out
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Generic chapters (6 chapters, general issues for the reduction of SO2, NOx, 

Dust (including BC) and VOC emissions):

The existing guidance document focuses mainly on stack emissions and 

primary/secondary emission reduction techniques. 

Main changes introduced        

Better explanations on how to address reduction of emissions by 

considering both management of processes and primary and secondary reduction 

techniques.

Better consideration of dust and VOC fugitive emissions and their 

reduction measures



10

Main revisions carried out
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Generic chapters: Black carbon

The existing guidance document is not enough explanatory on how to reduce BC 

emissions

Main changes introduced

Better explanations on reduction measures of BC through optimisation 

and control of combustion and dedusting of processes

Addition of further information on possible lower efficiency in BC 

abatement, in some dust reduction techniques
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Main revisions carried out
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Activity specific chapters (41 chapters):

On case by case, some chapters not developed enough and performances of BAT not 

up to date

Main changes introduced

Chapters completed when necessary

Inclusion of BAT Associated Emission Levels from the newest EU 

BAT reference documents (BREF)
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Time schedule
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New draft revised guidance document, the summary (official document):

▪ Provisional summary : mid-November

▪ Round of views exchange with voluntary experts (already designated, both 

from Parties and industry) by mid-November for one month

▪ Final revision of the draft and delivery to the UNECE Secretariat by 

February 15,  2025

New draft side complementary informal document:

• Provisional updated informal document: draft by mid-November

• Round of views exchange with voluntary experts (designated both from 

Parties and industry) by end October for one month

• Final revision of the draft afterword

(delivery to be agreed with the UNECE Secretariat)
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Thank you very much

Questions?
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